LHIS: 3006

Cold War/Hot Mediums:Technology, Culture, and Cold War America

Instructor: Dr. Orit Halpern

History Department

80 Fifth Avenue, Room 507

e: HalpernO@newschool.edu
Office Hours: before class by appointment on Tuesday, before and after class by appointment on thursday
This course will examine the relationship between technology, subjectivity, and culture between the end of World War II and the present. We will focus on tracing the emergence of digital technologies and mediums; mapping transformations in the relationships between bodies, machines, and minds. 

The purpose of this mapping exercise is to examine the history of our contemporary political and aesthetic landscape by taking up topics such as psychopharmacology, the emergence of “information” as the dominant paradigm for both economy and biology, architecture and designs of communication, and the legacy of Cold War obsessions with control, communication, and security.  

We will also seek, as a class, to develop historical approaches to thinking about technology, media, science, and culture. Cyborgs, aliens, and psychos will be the vehicles by which we start investigating new ways to think about what histories of the past might contribute to our imaginations of the future.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

Phillip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, (New York: Ballantine, 1996).

Emmanuel Carrere, I am Alive and You are Dead: A Journey into the Mind of Phillip K. Dick, {New 
         York: Henry Holt, 2004)
Katherine Hayles, How We Became Post-Human: virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics, [University of Chicago Press: 1999]
Jackie Orr, The Panic Diaries, (Durham: Duke University Press, 2006)

Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar,25th Anniversary Edition (New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1996)_

Mike Davis, City of Quartz, (New York: Verso, 1990)
Robert Venturi, Dennis Brown, Steven Izenour, Learning From Las Vegas, 
MIT Press, Verso, Revised Edition
Assignments: 
1) Students must submit and post-online a one-two page response to the readings  every week by Thursday morning at 10AM.  Prepare to discuss your thoughts in class! This assignment and class room participation and attendance will constitute 40% or your grade.

 2) You will be asked to present one time a semester on the weeks readings.  Presentations should take 15-20 minutes and raise questions for classroom discussion. 

3) The final assignment is a large independent project this will comprise 40% of the grade.  Students will also be asked to present their individual work on their projects in class during the final month, these presentations will comprise 15% of  the project grade. 
The final project  is entirely independent, and can take any form you like, but must be equivalent to a 15 page paper and have a large writing component, and should include independent research.  You may do a visual essay or film, but you must include a writing or theoretical component explaining your work and its relationship to the class.  I encourage innovation and creativity, so feel free to do what you like as long as your discuss your ideas with me.  I will be giving out information on the specifics in the second week of class.   This assignment will be due on 12/23.

Introduction: 

9/2 Introduction
9/4 The Fog of War—Screening

Reading: Gilles Deleuze, Post-script to the Society of Control—[on-line]

9/9
Cybernetics, Communication and Control
The Ontology of the Enemy: Norbert Wiener and the Cybernetic Vision Peter Galison, Critical Inquiry > Vol. 21, No. 1 (Autumn, 1994), pp. 228-266. [on-line]
9/11

Paul N. Edwards, The Closed World: Computers and the Politics of Discourse in Cold War America, MIT Press, 1996. Preface,  Chapters  1: pp.1-41.
Mini-assignment—write a short response to the movie/or readings—1 page for 9/11

.
Supplementary/Suggested Reading:

John Von Neumann, et al. First Draft on  a Report on EDVAC (1945) [Intorduction of Von Neumann architectures]

http://qss.stanford.edu/~godfrey/vonNeumann/vnedvac.pdf.

Communication
9/16 

Screening—Dr. Strangelove
9/18 –

Vannevar Bush, As We May Think, (Atlantic Monthly, 1945

http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/194507/bush/4
Norbert Wiener, The Human Use of Human Beings, pp.1-27, chapter 9. (on-line)

Chapter 2, Paul Edwards, “Why Build Computers”

BODIES OF INFORMATION:

9/23

Lily Kay, Cybernetics, Information, Life: The Emergence of Scriptural Representations of Heredity

Configurations - Volume 5, Number 1, Winter 1997, pp. 23-91 (on-line)

9/25

Evelyn Fox Keller, Refiguring Life (New York: Columbia University Press, 1995),  preface, pp.79-118. [reader]
9/30—NO CLASS/ ROSH HASHANAH

NO LONGER HUMAN?

10/2 Phillip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
SCREENING—BLADE RUNNER
10/7 Emmanuel Carrere, I am Alive and You are Dead,preface Chap 1-6, 11.
DUE DATE FOR FINAL PAPER RESEARCH PROPOSALS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
10/9—YOM KIPPUR NO CLASS
10/14 Donna Haraway—The Cyborg Manifesto (on-line):

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/HPS/Haraway/CyborgManifesto.html
10/16-10/18

Katherine Hayles: How We Became Post-Human, Introduction, Chapter 1-3,

10/18

Hayles, cont. chapter 4, 11.

SUBJECTS

10/21

Jackie Orr, Panic Diaries,  Chapters Intro, 1-3
NOTE: Proposal for Research Project Due by 10/21

10/23

Jackie Orr, Chapters 4-7
10/28  

Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar
Suggested/Additional:

Hirshbein, Laura D.

Science, Gender, and the Emergence of Depression in American Psychiatry, 1952-1980 [on-line]

ARCHITECTURES
11/4

Enclosed by Images: The Eameses' Multimedia Architecture

Beatriz Colomina

Grey Room > No. 2 (Winter, 2001), pp. 5-29 [on-line]

Colomina, additional hand out on domesticity in war (handout/on-line))
11/6

Reinhold Martin, excerpts from the Organizational Complex: Architecture, Media, and Corporate Space, [Cambridge:MIT Press, 2003] Chapter 1, 3 [on-line]

11/11

Mike Davis, City of Quartz, pp.1-99

11/13

Davis, cont. pp.221-end. 

11/25

Robert Venturi, et al. Learning from Las Vegas, pp.1-72. 
11/27: THANKSGIVING

AESTHETICS
12/2  VISIT TO MOMA

Clement Greenberg essay, (on-line)

12/4

Pamela Lee, Introduction, Section I, in Chronophobia, pp.xi-36 [in-reader]

Pamela Lee—Kubler and Time, article [on-line[
Mini-assignment—respond to  MOMA

SUPPLEMENTARY:

SELECT Readings: MOMA AND THE CIA [hand outs]
Nam June Paik Cybernated Art [on-line]
John Cage, (attended the New School) Manifesto in Silence, (Hanover: University Press of New England, 1961) [handout/on-line]

an autobiographical statement: http://www.newalbion.com/artists/cagej/autobiog.html
sound files available at:

http://www.ubu.com/sound/cage.html
12/9-12/23—STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
Policy on Attendance and Lateness 

· Absences justify some grade reduction and a total of four absences mandate a reduction of one letter grade for the course.

· More than four absences mandate a failing grade for the course, unless there are extenuating circumstances, such as the following:

- an extended illness requiring hospitalization or visit to a physician (with documentation)

- a family emergency, e.g. serious illness (with written explanation)

- observance of a religious holiday

The attendance and lateness policies are enforced as of the first day of classes for all registered students. If registered during the first week of the add/drop period, the student is responsible for any missed assignments and coursework. For significant lateness, the instructor may consider the tardiness as an absence for the day. Students failing a course due to attendance should consult with an academic advisor to discuss options.

Some instructors might stipulate different guidelines for attendance based on the nature of the course assignments (such as studios, laboratories, workshops) or the course schedule (half-semester classes, classes meeting once a week). For additional information about attendance and lateness, please refer to the syllabus.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's work as one's own in all forms of academic endeavor (such as essays, theses, examinations, research data, creative projects, etc), intentional or unintentional.  Plagiarized material may be derived from a variety of sources, such as books, journals, internet postings, student or faculty papers, etc.  This includes the purchase or “outsourcing” of written assignments for a course.  A detailed definition of plagiarism in research and writing can be found in the fourth edition of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, pages 26-29. Procedures concerning allegations of plagiarism and penalties are set forth in the Lang catalog.
Disabilities 

In keeping with the University's policy of providing equal access for students with disabilities, any student requesting accommodations must first meet with Student Disability Services. Jason Luchs or a designee from that office will meet with students requesting accommodations and related services, and if appropriate, provide an Academic Adjustment Notice for the student to provide to his or her instructors. The instructor is required to review the letter with the student and discuss the accommodations, provided the student brings the letter to the attention of the instructor. This letter is necessary in order for classroom accommodations to be provided.  Student Disability Services is located at 79 Fifth Avenue - 5th Floor. The phone number is (212) 229-5626.  Students and faculty are expected to review the Student Disability Services webpage. The webpage can be found at http://www.newschool.edu/studentaffairs/disability/ and the office is available to answer any questions or concerns.
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